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A BRIEF HISTORY OF BUFFALO STREET SCHOOL

I
DISTRICT NO. 11 SPHINGWATER & '.;/\.YL-\ND.

I
On April 17)1816,1 five and one-half miles were taken

the west side ori Naples and three miles from the

side of Sparta abd formed into the town of Springwater.east
When LivingstonGount~ was tuken from Ontario and uenesee,

"W'"

:;'.bruar:/"3,1821, no ichange was made in t.he boundaries of
Spr ingwa tar. Thus we Isee Uta t Springwa tar t as a pol i ieal
subdivision, 1s OldB1 than the county of which it for~s a
part.

There stood in what is now George Fisber's doory~rd
I

a log building in which was taught the first school in the
I

t own in 1813-14 by James Blake. This was more than three years
I

before the organization of the town and probably before the
division of the totn into school districts. In this building
the meeting was he~ for the organization of the town

/government, April 9,1817, then a part of Ontario Cour. t.y ,

So far as I nlve be en able to ascertain, no change ha s
been made in the boulnd~rietl of this school district since its

formation from parts of Springwater and Dansville in~t,;ubEn

County. Later the s~id to~n or Dansville was diviJed and
Wdjlund fJrmed ther1from.

Thi2 district wus organized at a meeting held ( t~ suets
Ifrom the first Dist,iets Clerk t s book) 11 at the hou se of Jesse

Hyde in the town Of/springWater by an order from the SChool

c »nm i ssione rs ')f the town of Springwa.ter and Dc:msv111e on -:he
I4th ja7 o~ 1836". At this meeting the trustees were uuthorize:
I



tcJ purchase a site for, and to have erected a school lro u se

I
~.~try

2G x 24, near the dwelling of John Carpgnaetax of $18~ v0t~d to

be applied on the rect~-)n of the house. 'I'hose t.r-u s t.e e s did n ot
I

pe r f'o r m o it he r- of t.h o se \i:lcts. The district never had tt title

t. this schoOl site, except that gained by long nosse~si~n or

occupancy until about 9d years later •..
At 3. rneeting on this 22nd of September of the same year

I
the prospective edifice was changed from ~.xxMx2t 26 x24 to

21 .ft. e qua r e to be bllilk or 3 inch plank and prf)vidl.'Jc1 w i t h 8.

i t wa sn ' t bu i 1 t t na t\ year.

Tho district father
l

next met in a house-- pr o suuab Ly Vacant--

('."vne(1 bv AnrlrA'A! ~"'::l~J'>rrii6n ::L:J.Y--d:.:.y· of t.he next Y" ear 1937..1 - _J<; ., ~~ •••••• 1:-'-- .• ~ --, "'"'" _then

That meeting voted a taxi of $7.00 to repair the hou~le- it! » h i c h the

meeting was being held-f1or school purposes, and that a school be l.e p

six months. As ta who tne teacher of the rirst six months of school

was, the records ava i l abk e do not disclose. ';,(; Lear-n f"r·~'l i" copy of
I

report t o t he school C ommtss ioners t.h..t, h! or she recei ved

far the six months; thatithere were 58 chidren of school
Iin the district, 46 of'whol!1 attended school.

$20.00

Tho.t May-day meet Lng of 1837 repeated its c ommarn to t be t r u s t.ee
I

to build a school house fl' Square, this time spec1ryl.ng •• azood

t'ramed" bu t l d Ing , to be fin 1shed by Oct. 1 o.no increased the

tax thereon from $125.00\to $150.0C.
At a subsequent mee t trig t.h« size of the edifice was 1:l!:.';uin

changed to 20 x 22 feet lnd the $150.00 tax r~affirmed. We may
assume that this was thelSiZa of the first building on this ~tet as

the annual school meeting of Oct. 1B37 wa s held in the school house.
I



3

It is worthy or note th t in the year 1838 there were 25 familie

with 71 children, 70 of v.hom attended school, and no doubt some
I or over

fa~ilies without children or with ch~ldren under/school age.
That was an increase of 131 pupils within one year.

WSH wonder what kind of Q school was conducted with 70 studonts

Allow me
22- a s.~acelabout
to quote directly

2~ ft square for each boy or i.~ir 1.in CJ. hou ~:;e 20 x

from the record of a meeting helo

tI 1st. IV~ted that Ashbil R. Grover serve as moderator.
25,1838:

2nd. That the trustees may hire Moses Coleman to teach the

summer school t (ThiEl is the first teacher mentionedn~~e)
Ii 3d Voted that thel ~umber paid to said teacher be d i v Id ed

according to each inhabitants school bill.
4th voted that the I lumber that is paid t:) the teacher be

delivered at Farnesworth & Thayer&s mills."
5t . Voted that thel district bear an e qua l proportion ac coro irig

to the ir tC1X in suinc; Arnold GraY'lrovided the trustees
cannot get it rlthout.

6th vte;J that the trustees shall buy a book -:or t hc.-Hstrict

and charge it to the distr&dt ~u1tab10 t~ cor,~, the:
raCJrd~ ~" thGld19trict.~

In the ~al1 ~f l8~1, the school house burned.At a

n eet rng held Dec. 30 o .' ihat year this building was authorized
2-) x 24. The late JameSICOOk, then of ~ayland, took th~ j8b

at $449.

L~ 1896 in COiPliano@ liVi th w:!:xx the flag law w a po16

was erected and a flag purchased ~t an t1Xpent>8 01' ;jr 6.75.



~he next year our fir~t globe appeared. I rSlsmber it wall.

It c:st 40 cents and was worth it. In 1898, the ~ld long seats

by mlre modern furniture, soms o~ ~hie~and d03ks were replaced

ar: ~-- in place.

In 1919 a further at/tempt was rna d e to modernize the

school :,lant by tho *r.Sllil11ti0n o" ehB.,!,,"l to!' et s . '1'hoso c )st 'Ha.DC

l\lth ugh the distr~,d~, [LS has been st.at.e d , held und i sput.e d
possession of the Slle 001001 site i'or 90 years, no c onv ey arc e

Jf th0 same had been made to the district. In 1926 the site was
pure hased of' t.hc late Jaco b I~rartz with the r eserv at ion c,{ the r i :'-ht

or ~dy across the northeast corner in fa'or or Henry Grein.

'~'~6 next year an additionall a.n unt of land W£;.S doeded to 'Or.

0'1 the distr~ct in eXChange/ for a like ~n:)1.lnt::m thA s~juth j de
0" th~ Dehool lot which ~r. Grein purchased of nr. Hartz, and for
,;,:1'c c h the ;; i s t r ic t ha ;:: ;t d e e d :-Or:) m Hr. Hart z •

was ac co.npLd ahed in 1931 at a cost of $110.00.

Tho no ve i i est can,iand usually does j g ivo hi~' ot ory a ha o py

emling.Ttl-.; h i c t.o r Lan is o r t.e n denied t.ne t p r t v i l gee :;iy cl:)ine

1"inu11Y i11 1936, dftBr ha v ing c omp l e t.e d ju s t a. c o n t.ur'y

honorab1e exi~tence andlusefUl :.ork our school WRS closed.of
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