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HISTORY OF THE STORY ROAD AND VICINITY [1]
BY
LLOYD MOOSE
TAKEN FROM

GENESEE COUNTRY EXPRESS AND ADVERTISZER

INSTALLMENT 1 December 1, 1932

fany of you will no doubt wonder why the Town Line Road between
Sparta and Springwater is sometimes called the Story Road. About
100 years ago a man named Story lived on what is known as the
Dave Klinetub Farm on the east side of the road in the town of
Springwater. It was this NMr. Story, who, with the help of Neigh-
bors, chopped this road through the heavy pine timber from what
is known as the John Wilhelm place on the Conesus line, to the
County Line Road at Owen Rau's Corners, a distance of six miles.

The road which begins east of the Lackawanna depot in Dansville
and goes in an easterly direction to a mile north of the village
of Wayland is known as the County Line Road. This line marks
the division between the towns of North Dansville and Sparta and
Springwater and Wayland, also the county line between LlVlngston
and Steuben counties.

You ask if this Story Road was always the line between ‘Spring-
water and Sparta. No. When the towns of Sparta and Springwater
were first formed, the line began at the northeast corner on
North Dansville on the County Line Road where Mrs. John Lawrence
now lives. Here the four towns of Springwater, Sparta, Wayland
and North Dansville cornered. This line ran six miles north but
bore very much to the east. Where Scott Sterner now lives the
0ld house stood in the town of Sparta and the eastern part of
the farm lay in Springwater. We follow the line north to where
Amos Swarts now lives and it ran east of his house, west from
the Mt. Pleasant schoolhouse; the tawn line road was about fifty
feet west of the line between the farms of Oakley Moose and Earl
D. Moose. We come to what was known for years as the Red House,
on the Brewer Farm now owned by Harvey Roberts. The reason that
this building was erected so far back from the road was to bring
it into the town of Sparta and into the Clark School District,
so that there would be no school taxes to pay on account of a
Land Grant to the district, so it is apparent that the people
of that time were just as anxious for tax reduction as the people
of today. As we go north of the Gulf Road, leading to Websters
Crossing, the town line ran across the Story Road, diagonally,
and the house on the east side of the road, with a triangular
piece of land, was in the town of Sparta. It was known as the
Jim Bailey place. This brings us to the north end of the town
of Sparta and the end of the Story Road. -

At a time, I believe in about 1840 or 1850, the town line was
changed to the center of the Story Road. I mentioned the MNt.
Pleasant Schoolhouse and this brings us to the subject of school
houses.



I believe the first school house ever built on the Story Road L2l
stood on the very top of the Steadman Hill, just north of the
strip of woods owned by Major Klinetub, and north of where Floyd
Van Hooser now lives. This is the highest point in the town of
Sparta, being 2030 feet above sea level by government survey.
The farm where Floyd Van Hooser now lives, sixty years ago was
owned by Sealy Steadman. I doubt if there 1is a person living
who went to school in that old log house. Electa Carpenter,
wife of Thomas Bowles, was one of the teachers who taught there.

The next place where school was kept was in a log school house
which stood just west of where Ed Lawrence's house now stands,
and about one-half mile east of the Mt. Pleasant school., I be-
lieve that the Mt. Pleasant district was formed about 1850, and
a schoolhouse was built where the present one stands. This
burned a few years ago and the present one was built about 1858
by John Miller, grandfather of Heman Miller, Jr. There was a
small log house on the top of ‘the hill just east of the creek,
on what is now the William Kline farm, then owned by Jonathan
Wilhelm, where school was kept. The old Wright schoolhouse
stood across the road from the Universal Church. Sometime dur-
ing the 70's the district purchased the Pine Grove of William
Scott and bullt the one .now standing.

To return to Mt. Pleasant, some of the teachers who taught
there were: Emma Rau, wife of Jim Kingsley; Albert Wilhelm; Emma
Wilhelm, wife of Andrew Weidman; Martha Hartman, wife of Abraham
Scott; Peter J. Moose; Emma Bowles, wife of Charles Tubbs; Kitty
Ward, wife of Allan Ward of Avon; Dr. George Peabody; Chloe Bor-
tels, wife of Hart Jacobs; Harriet Carney, wife of John Rauj;
Minnie Murphy, wife of LaVerne NMcNitch. All have passed away
with the possible exception of Martha Scott, who, if living, is
now between 85 and 90 years old. Many of the boys and girls of
other days will no doubt remember these teachers. It was in
this school house that I attended my first term of school with
Peter J. Moose as teacher. There were 42 scholars and just yes-
terday I named them all, and recalled that about 20 are living.
Twenty-two have answered the Roll Call of the Great Teacher
above who sat in the boat on the Sea of Galilee and taught the
multitude. .

The little Red School House at Mt. Pleasarit was noted for
many things. It was here from 1870 to 1880 that Rev. Able Stan-
ton held his great meetings which attracted crowds for miles
around; it was here 55 years ago that my father pointed out to
me our venerable editor, Oscar Woodruff, as editor of the Dans-
ville Express. Yes, Oscar would drive up to the meeting on Sun-
day at Mt. Pleasant and get a whole column of news which would
appear the following week in the Express. I was only a boy of
five years old then, and he a man of 35, but now, over half a
century later, the memory of that face is as clear as if it was
but yesterday that he greeted me with open countenance and
straight forward expression. Little did I think at that time
that in after years there would grow up between us a lasting
friendship, and that I should find in him such a true friend
and brother.

The Little Red School House was renowned for the largest Sunday
School in the town Of Sparta, with such capable superintendants
as John Weidman, Peter Moose, William Artman, Lambert Smith, John
Swarts and Mrs. William Kline. The latter is the only one now
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living and she is past 80 years of age.

FTor the benefit of my readers it may be well %o state I was [3]
born August 25, 1872, one half mile east of the 3tory Road, on
what was known as the Betsy Dieter homestead, the son of William
and Josephine Dieter Mooese. When I was five years old my father
built the new house just south of the Nt. Pleasant school, on
the Story Road where I lived until 1905, when I purchased part
of the Peter J. Moose property, three quarters of a mile west of
the school house. It was there that I was married to Nina'Fronk.
We resided there until 1919 and I still own the farm.

In writing of the Story Road and the adjoining ones, I think of
all the people as I first remember them from 50 to 55 years ago,
or from 1875 to 1880.

I shall take the Story Road, the road from Carney Hollow to
Websters Crossing. This 1is the road we now know as the highway
from Baird's Corners to the Dutch Church, and the road from
Clark's Corners to Sparta Center, to Reeds Corners, and to the
Lackawanna depot, with its interesting roads. Is there a person
living in this section who can give the names of all the men and
women living at that time, in this section which I have just
described? If some one fifty years ago had made a record of all
the men and their wives living there what a great benefit it
would have been to the Historical Society of the county.

I shall attempt to give the names of all the men, that is the
heads of the families, with their wives, and their wives maiden
names, as I first remember them as living on these roads from
1875 to 1880. There is possibly a few houses on some of these
roads that were occupied by tenants or hired help, constantly
changing, a few of them I may not be able to give. There may also
be an occassional family that moved away, after which someone else
moved in and lived there for years. In cases like this the two
families will be named. I shall use the names by which persons
were called at that time. I trust that my readers will bear in
mind that when I use the term '0ld Jake Noose', '0ld Abraham
Swarts' and '0ld Jake Kuhn' that I mean no discourtesy, but am
using the names by which they were known in that day, in order to
distinguish one from another. For instance, there was 0ld Abraham
Swarts, Big Abe Swarts, and Little Abe Swarts, there was 01d
Peter lNoose. Peter J. Moose and Peter MNoosej 0ld Jake Kuhn, Saw
Mill Jake Kuhn and Little Jake Kuhn, known in later years as Jacob
C. Kuhn: If you say to me Sarah Traxler, I stop and ponder as
to which one is meant, but if you say "Aunt Sally Ann Traxler" I
know immediately who you mean. If the wife was called Lib, I
would not call her Elizabeth, Polly I will not call Mary. In the
Dieter family Polly, wife of David Sutton, and Nary, wife of Jonas
Swarts were sisters. In the Rau family, Polly, wife of Hugh Car-
ney, and Mary, wife of Jim Stong, were sisters. And so my object
is to use the names by which my readers will recognize them.

I will now begin the Story Koad at the Mt. Pleasant School and
go south. There was Josephine Dieter and Eill NMoose; Fred Eartman
and Kate Murphy, his wife; Al Mariman and Lydia Driesbach, his
wife; Henry Gardner and Betsy Ann Van Scooter, his wife; John Over
and Sophrina Blackquaik, his wife; Frank Dieter and Jane Smith,
his wife (his second wife was Phoebe Frederick, third Cassie
Driesbach); LaFayette Carney and Jane Roberts (widow of Fred
Hilts), his wife; Thomas Bowles and Electa Carpenter, his wife;




Zen Dieter and Alvira Knowles, his wife; Samuel Alexander and [4]
Lizzie Mooney, his wife; lNoses Coleman and Sallie MNoose, his
wife; Will Sweeten and Mary Fronk, his wife (his second wife was
Polly Barney, widow of Zd Lippencott); Walter Barnes - widower;
Harriette Miliman, widow of Charles Avey (her first husband was
Harry Williams, and after the death of Nr. Avey, she married E1i
%ilman); Peter J..NMoose and Mary Williams, his wife; Bill Swarts
and Nancy Moose, his wife:(his second wife was Agnes Clancy);
Zrhardt Hampshire and Nary Harts, his wife (after his death she
married Thomas Hall); John Maginley and Laura Tresket, his wife
(after the death of John Maginley she married Josie Hampshire);
George Sams and Mary Doud, his wife (after her death he married
the widow of Jacob Russel); Conrad Dieter and Catherine Dieter,
his wife; Hiram Rau and Cornelia Miner, his wife; Owen Rau and
Lydia Weidman, his wife.
Note in the December 22nd issue: In the first installment
of the History of the Story Road published December 1st, the
name Charles Avey should have been Chris Avey.

INSTALLMENT 2 December 8, 1932

We reached the south end of the Story Road last week, and now
we will take the Springwater side. There was Ed Traxler and
Sally Ann, his wife; Joseph Rau and Christenia Geiger, his wife;
Hart Rau and Emma Hampshire, his wife; Valentine Harvey, known
to everyone as Felty Harvey, and Frances Carney, widow of.Mike
Smith, his wife; Scott Traxler and Nettie Kuhn, his wife} Sam
Weidman and Minerva Carney, his wife.

This brings us to the top of Clover Hill.

Then there was Valentine Beck, called 0l1d Fiddle Beck, his wife
was Marguerite Kremp; Bill Jacobs and Gertrude Bowles, widow of
Ed Shafer, his wife; Elias Jacobs, called Ail Jacobs, and kerice
Beck, his wife; Ira Lawrence, widower, his wife, Julia Lewis,
had just passed away; Charley INoose and Mary Hearsh, his wife;
Frances Roberts, widow of Joe Carney, she was always called by
everyone Aunt Fanny Carney. She was the great-grandmother of
Harold Carney, and died at the age of 96 years; Jesse Carney and
Cass Hampshire, his wife; Levi Swarts and Susan Snyder, his wife;
Jack Shutt and Prudy Knowles, his wife, after his death she mar-
ried Horatio Wheaton; Lon Gilbert and Weltha Farnsworth, his
wife, after her death he married Mary, widow of Deacon William
Harris; Een Rau, his first wife was Nargaret Cranmer, his second
was Hulda Cranmer, they were sisters, his third wife was iWidow
Wlestbrook; Corneil Curtis and EBethy Pemberton, his wife; Auldin
Curtis and Hulda Kiehle, his wife; Vet Kimtle and Lydia Shutt,
his wife; Jim Kern and Polly Kiner, widow of Sylvester Die, his
wife; Rev. Luther Miner, known to all as Elder Miner, and Phoebe
Stoup, his wife; John Steffy and ZEZmma Die, his wife; Jared Know-
les and Dolly Die, his wife; Mark Fisher and Rhoda lkiner, his
wife; 0ld Fred Harvey and Dorothy Baus, his wife; Jim Harris and
Josephine Sanford, his wife; 2ill Scott and lMary Carney, his
wife: John Smith and Rose Klinetut, his wife; Beldin Crane, cal-
led Ben Crane, and Delia Steffy, his wife; Lambert Smith and Lucy
Morse, his wife; Augustus Rowley and Sarah Jane Traxler, his
wife; Solomon Sisco and Mary Knowles, his wife; Jonathan Wilhelm
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and Hattie Alcott, his wife, his first wife was Mary Harris; [5]
Isaac Steffy and Polly Litchard, his wife; Reuben Hartman and Su-
san Weidman, his wife.

This brings us back to Mt. Pleasant, and we begin at the
Wright's Corner. Deacon William Harris and Mary Sanford, his wi-
fe, after his death she married Alonzo Gilbert; 0ld Mike Joy and
Ellen Sullivan, his wife; John Joy and Joanah Enright, his wife;
Big Abe Swarts and Emma Upthegrove, his wife; Jake Swarts and
Lucinda Hall, his wife, after her death he married Ann Sanford,
widow of Thomas Harris; Abner Bailey and Philene Redmond, his wi-
fe; Charles Odell and Helen Humphrey, his wife; Betsy Swarts, wi-
dow of Jacob Dieter, who was known to everyone as the Widow Die-- -
ter; Mike Joy and Exie Dieter, his wife; Little Abe Swarts and
Mary Mitchell, his wife; Melve Roberts and Martha Swick, his wi-
fe; Correll Humphrey and Emily Erwin, his wife; Charley Humphrey
and Nealey Rowley, his wife; Ira Redmond and Lucy Small, his wife;
Ira Whitlock and his wife, Amelia.

Now we come to what is known as the Liberty Pole, and you will
no doubt ask if this spot was always known as the Liberty Pole.
No, for years it was known as Whitlock's Tavern. Ira Whitlock
kept a country tamern in the house where Erwin Perkins now lives.
This is one of the oldest frame houses in this whole section of
the country. When the War of 1812 ended, which I believe was De-
cember 5, 1815, and we had whipped England to a finish amd again
had our liberty, what were known as Liberty Poles were raised,
topped with the American flag., These poles were of the old na-
tive white pine. This particular pole stood on a small three
cornered piece of ground in the road just south of Erwin Perkins’
barn. Fifty-five years ago the stub of that pole was still stan-
ding there, about a foot above the ground.

The first school I ever attended was at the Liberty Pole school
house, which is still standing. Bell Grover, daughter of John
Grover of Springwater, was the teacher. She is now the widow of
Isaac Dungleberg, and resides in Rochester, N.Y.

This is not the only Liberty Pole raised in this section. There
was one placed on 0ld Jim Van Horn's tavern on the Story Road.
This tavern stood on the northwest corner of the road at Mt. Ple-
asant...The stub of this pole my father and.Reub Hartman dug out
53 years ago. They placed a large rock where it was as Nr. Hart-
man said the old pole marked the corner between the four farms.
However, I heard Ira Whitlock say some time after that the true
corner was six inches east of the old flag pole. Can anyone tell
us of other liberty poles which were raised in this section of
the country?

And now a word as to surveying., Many of the survey bills in
old deeds read thus: "As surveyed by Samuel Whitlock" or "Sur-
veyed by Ira Whitlock" or "Surveyed by Moses Van Campen". This
Moses Van Campen surveyed all ,this section of the country for the
01d Land Office, from about 1795 to 1815. The first surveying I
ever saw done was about 52 years ago. It was done on a line of
lands now owned by Earl D. Moose, Edward Rowe, Amos Swarts, Oak-
ley Moose, Seymour Dieter and myself, the work having been done
by Ira Whitlock and his son, Samuel. I was a boy about eight
years old and I begged my father to let me .accompany him to see
the surveyors work. Finally he said I might go. When we came to
the corner of lands owned by Jim Stong, Henry Crane, Peter Wenner
and Peter Moose, they found an old weatherbeaten chestnut stake
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protruding about a foot and a half out of the ground and banked a-
round with stones. Upon close examination one could see that at
one time figures had been carved upon it. Ira Whitlock after
looking it over carefully said, "That 1is one of 0ld Moses Van
Campen's stakes, that is a true corner.”

A little incident which occurred that day which when I recalled
it in after years showed the great soul of Sam Whitlock, who as a
teacher taught my mother nearly 70 years ago. I asked my father
to 1lift me up so that I could see through the telescope on the
compass (I might say Theodolite, but if I did some of my readers
would have to look it up in the dictionary, as we seldom see one
any more). As I looked I noticed on the glass at the end of the
instrument that there were four lines across the lens, which for-
med a square. I had once looked through a telescope belonging to
a friend and I knew that those lines had not been on the glass. I
asked my father about the lines, but before he answered me Sam
Whitlock said to me, "You see that man away down there with the
flag on the pole; I tell him to go one way and then another, and
when the pole is in the center of those lines, I know that it is
the true line."” What other man would have stopped to answer the
question of a child? Perhaps said, "Get out of the way and don't
bother,” but not so with Sam Whitlock. He saw that there was a
child searching for knowledge and he was just as ready to tell a
child as he was an adult. I don't suppose he ever thought of the
incident again, but in all these 52 years his thoughtfulness has
never been forgotten by me, and it showed me that Sam Whitlock
had a soul like the Great Teacher who said, "Suffer little chile
dren to come unto Me, and forbid them not." ’

I will now return to the Liberty Pole. There was Pennsylvania
Fred Hill and Jane Smith, his wife; John Moot and 0Olive Doud, his
housekeeper; Norm Roberts and Adilade Johnson, his wife; 0ld Fred
Hill and Mate Carney, his wife; Sam Hill and Ann Carney, his wife.

This brings us to the Story Road and we return to the Liberty
Pole. .Thers was Sol Artlip and Charlotte Daniels, his wife; John
Clemons and Linda Arnold, his wife; Sam McNitch and Jane Smith,
his wife; John McNitch and Melissa Upthegrove, his wife; Charley
McNiteh and Susan Hilts,' his wife; Jim Buskirk and Caroline
Hearsch, his wife. H

We will go back to the school house and .go north to Websters.
Thomas Van Scooter and Martha Jacobs, his wife; Elias Jacobs and
Lib McNitch, his wife! EBilly Erwin and Rebecca Wood, his wife; Sam
Redmond and Charlotte Durkee, his wife, after his death she mar-
ried Claude Ekins; Clark Baker and Bell Compton, his wife, after
his death she married Cyrus Hill] Mail Webster and Em Johnson, his
wife, he lived in what was known as the Little Red House, at the
foot of Tubbs Hill, where his son, Will, now lives.,

The city of Websters Crossing, as I first remember it, consisted
of about eight houses. There was a little o0ld house standing on
the corner where Leeson's store now stands, and it was here Dell
Cowan kept a grocery. This house 0l1d Lish Webster tore down and
built a store for Little Lish. Several additions have been made
to the building since he kept store for over 40 years. Little
Lish in after years became known as Big Lish., He amassed a for-
tune by his strict honesty and fair dealing. His motto was to
always see how cheaply he could sell.

Harvey Humphrey was postmaster and kept the post office in the
depot, a little room about 14 feet square on the north side of his

(6
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warehouse, where he also bought grain.

"There was the warehouse of Allen and Clemons. The building
was painted red with the firm name in white lettering five feet
long. This belonged to Gib Allen and John Clemons. Here they
bought grain and wool.

About 1878 or 1879 there was a cheese factory built and a man
named Rolls, Dave Rolls, I believe, was the cheese maker. This
was only operated a couple of years and then was closed. I re-
member of going to the factory and seeing them make the cheese.
Cyrus Hill was then a young man and worked for Abe Swarts. In
the morning he would take the milk to the factory and would let
Jim Swarts and I go along. He was always kind to us boys. He
has since passed to his reward and Jim is an old man like myself

and I don't suppose he cares if I do tell that he is in his
sixtieth year.

(7]

INSTALLMENT 3 December 22, 1932

Then there was the big saw mill and cider mill of 0ld Lish
Webster and the cooper shop of Lont Webster and son, Ed. These
will be taken up more fully under the subject of Mills in This
Vicinity.

As this was the year: of presidential election, my mind goes
back to the first pole raising I ever witnessed. It was at this
place in September 1880, 52 years ago. Hancock and English and
Garfield and Arthur were the candidates. 01d Lish Webster, as
everyone loved to call him, and that name still sounds goeod to me
today, prepared a great pine pole 117 feet long. This was spli-
ced about 40 feet from the bottom with great iron clamps. It was
raised out in the road abtout ten feet east of the southeast cor--
ner of George Leeson's store. A hole seven fwwt was dug for it
to stand in. Tilla Clemons was Master of Ceremonies and had
charge of the raising. As he gave the signal, "He O He," the men
lifted together until the pole was finally in place and the grou-
nd stamped down around it. 0ld Lish walked back about a hundred
feet and looked up to the top of the pole where floated the
streamer with the names of Garfield and Arthur, and I shall never
forget the look of pride and satisfaction whieh spread over his
face as he gazed on the completed work., I doubt if Admiral Byrd
experienced any deever satisfaction when he discovered the South
Pole than did 0ld Lish on this particular day.

There was 0l1ld Israel Johnson with his fife and Albert with his
drum, and the Springwater band all assembled down by Harvey
Humphrey's warehouse where a platform had been built and where
speeches were made during the afternoon. Although I listened to
the talks for some time, I don't remember one word that was said,
for politics are not very interesting to a boy of eight years. I
do however, remember the faces of some of the men who sat on the
platform. There was 0ld Crsen Walbridge, John S. Wiley, Major
Wiley, Dan Norton and Clint Snyder, Republican leaders of Spring-
water, for Sparta was always called Cecesh and Copper Heads, and
Springwater, a Black Abolition town. That makes me think of
what a girl in Florida once confessed when.she said, "I was 21
years o0ld before I ever knew that Damn Yankee wasn't all one
word."

To take up again the line of people where I left off; There was
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Rastus Knowles, his wife Lib May had just passed away, his second
wife was Laura Erwin, widow of David Bailey; Harvey Humphrey and
Mary 0Odell, his wife; Harve Hill and Luna Webster, his wife; 01ld
Lish Webster and Ann Clemons, his wife; Alonzo Webster, widower;
Ed Webster and Ann Boner, his wife; Arthur Morris and Ellen Web-
ster, his wife; 0ld Israel Johnson, widower, whose wife was Betsy
Benedict., And this brings us back to the Story Road and tao the
south, with its side roads. .

At the end of this road, in the town of Conesus, lived John
Wilhelm and Leora Humphrey, his wife; part of the farm lay in the
town of Sparta; Mary Ferguson, widow of Jim Bailey, his first
wife was Jerusia Cooly; Peter Swick and Lib Traxler, his wife,
his first wife was Lanah Young; George Swick and Jane Kling, wid-
ow of Sam Young, his wife; Rant Cranmer and Dora Scribner, his
wife; Dave Klinetub and Mary Hilts, his wife, his second wife was
Louise Lawrence, after his death she married L. J. Bennett; John
Vrandenburg and Vick Webster, his wife; Chan Burdick and Ann
Swick, his wife; 0ld Criss Hersh, widower, his wife was Caroline
Hilts; Labe Upthegrove and Kate Hersh, his wife; Caroline Sorg,
widow of John Hilts, she was known to everyone as Grandma Hilts;
Levi Klinetub and Mary Kuhn, his wife; Sol Swarts and Amanda
Maginley, his wife; Leck Overdorph and Mandane Needham, his wife;
.Leck Gilbert and Harriet Dimick, his wife; Bert Vaughn and Mary
Done, his wife; John Swarts and Emma Miller, his wife, his second
wife was Ellen Matoon, widow of Frank Sanford; Marve Clemons and
Jane Parsons, his wife, after his death she married Sam Compton;
Bill Clark and Mary Rouse, his wife; Sime Kuhn and Fanny Clemons,
his wife. This brings us back to the Mt. Pleasant school house.

We now start at what is called the Baird Corner: Sherb Roberts
and Mrs. Rachel Thompson, his wife, her maiden name wasMcFarlan,
his first wife was Irene Collar; Jonas Shafer and Julia Hampshire,
his wife; Thomas Maginley, his wife, Peggy Sample, had just pas-
sed on; Jim Maginley and Hat Wambold, his wife; 0ld John Wambold
and Betsy Rau, his wife; Young Willis Clark, widower, his wife
was Lucy Ann Humphrey; Isaac Baird and Corina Clark, his wife;
George Klinetub and Mery Miller, his wife; Frank Klinetub and
Helen Miller, his wife; 0ld Jim Klinetub and Zilpha Neff, his
wife; Horace Clemons, always called Hod Clemons, and Sarah Jane
Litchard, his wife; 0ld George Johns and  ‘Susan Rau, his wife;
Bill Pifer and Tracy Freed, his wife; Polly Dieter, widow of 01ld
Dave Sutton; 01ld Leonard Tucker and Sarah Wenner, his wife;
Jacob Schwingle and Susan Weidman, his wife, his first wife was
Louise Hilts; George W. Knights called Wash Knights, and Mary
Kuhn, his wife; Dan Knights and Lizzie Barker, his wife; Philip
Hilts and Mary Kuder, his wife; Wilson Sutton and Mary Swarts,
his wife; Jake Moose and Lanah Gilman, his wife; Harm Gilman and
Eliza Kuhn, his wife; George Pifer and Delile Mutchler, his wife;
Arthur Artman and Millie Higgins, his wife; Jonathan Kuhn, always
called Daunt Kuhn, and Lucinda Sample, his wife; Bill Kuhn and
Alice Moose, his wife; 0ld Peter Moose and Betsy Weaver, his
wife; Jim Moose and Ellen Miner, his wife.

Enos Artman and Alice Pickle, his wife)should come just before
Jake Moose and Lanah Gilman.

We now return to the Baird Corner: Jim Newton and Margy Clark,
his wife; John Klinetub and Polly Youngs, his wife; 01ld Willis
Clark, widower, and his wife was Sal Clemons, he was known to
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everyone as Pappy Clark, he died in 1891 at the age of 101 years,
his wife was always called Aunt Sall Clark; Gordon Needham and
Harriet Clark, his wife; Augustus Clark and Mary Jennings, his
wife; 0ld John Jennings, widower; Reub Swarts and Rhoda Clemons,
his wife, his second wife was Carrie Cole, widow of =-=-- Leon--
ard; John Hill and Sally Swarts, his wife; his second wife was
Mary Holly, after his death she married Andrew May; Ben Freed and
Julia Goho, his wife; Nelce Swarts and Mary McGregor, his wife;
Jonas Swarts and Mary Dieter, his wife; Henry Gilman and Cass
Sawdy, widow of George Sutton, his wife; Stephen Clark and Mary
Mitchel, his wife; Jeremiah Kuhn and Sally Ann Clemons, his wife;
Tilla Clemons and Sally Webster, his wife; Fred Traxler and Lot
Lamont, his wife, his second wife was Alfaret Tucker; Jonas Hamp-
shire and Nellie Woodruff, his wife; Andrew Shafer and Lib Kuhn,
his wife; Jacob Kuhn, always known as Saw Mill Jake Kuhn, and
Patience Clemons, his wife, she was always called Pash Kuhn; Joe
Steffy and Myra Sutton, his wife; Jesse Smith and Cass Kiehle,
his wife; 0ld George Hoffman, bachelor; John Shafer and Hannah
Hampshire, his wife; Dan Kuhn and Abigal Sutton, his wife; Lafe
Steffy and Lucinda Kuhn, called Cind, his wife; Enoch Kiehle and
Polly Smith, his wife (his first wife was Lydia Zerfass); Cqnrad
Hampshire and Judy Hughes, his wife; Bill Kiehle and Elsie Jzné
Wilhelm, his wife; Een Kiehle, widower, his first wife was
Salome Zerfass, his second wife was Viena Zerfass, widow of Hen-
ry Knauss, they were sisters; George Kiehle and Lizzie Doud, his
wife; Nathan Moose and Matilda Reed, his wife; 0ld Charley Moose
and Eleanor Kemp, his wife; Henry Crane and Sarah Burt, his wife;
Arthur Crane and Mary Miller, his wife; 0ld Jake Sample, ‘bache-
lor; Pete Wener and Cass Weidman, his wife; 0ld Pete Swarts and
Ann Klinetub, his wife; William Sample and Angeline Hartman, his
wife; Sam Gilman and Ann Mills, his wife; Rev. Seymour Moose and
Ett Meritt, his wife; Clara Mills, widow of Samuel Griffin; Sid
Rau and Mary Sutton, his wife; William Artman, always known as
Bill Artman, and Frances Harrington, his wife, his first wife
was Jane Vantilburg, his second wife was Ann Kuhn; Al Moose and
Sarah Barker, his wife; Henry Hampshire and Rebecca Artman, his
wife; Josie Hampshire and Laura Tresket, widow of John Maginley,
his wife; Jake Weildman and Lib Mulholand, his wife; Mart Hartman
and Ann Whiteing, his wife; Alias Dieter, known as Ail Dieter,
and Mary Knights, his wife; Abner Clemons and Eleanor Kuhn, his
wife.

We now go back to Reeds Corners: Jothan, always called Dote
McGregor, and Ann Carney, his wife; Hannah Stong, widow of Nel-
son Rau, her first husband's name was Hog, she married him in
Canada, he died and she came to Sparta and married Nelson Rau,
she died in the 91st year of her age; Erhardt Rau, widower, his
wife was Susan Kidd, he was known to everybody as Daddy Rau, he
died in 1884, aged 97 years; Jim Stong and Mary Ann Rau, his
wife; Frank Carney and Susie Artman, his wife; 0ld Ben Kidd and
Hannah Rochell, his wife, his first wife's name unknown; Ed Kidd
and Mary Hughes, his wife; Joe Kidd, his first wife was Viana
Weidman, his second wife was Susan Carney, his third was Mary
Carney, they were sisters, his fourth wife was Florence Pickel;
Mart Hughes and Rose Driesbach, his wife; George Weidman, his
first wife was Susannah Hughes, his second was Emma Ritter, wi-
dow of Al Fronk; Linford Shutt and Lydia Weidman, his wife; Jake
Ash and Catherine Sick, his wife; George Hughes and Hannah Swarts
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widow of James Caton, his w1fe Hls flrst wife was Eliza Goho;
John Harvey and Nancy Shutt, his wife; Jonas Dieter and Mary
Hughes, his wife, his second wife was Rose Swarts, widow of Sam-
uel Whitehead; Garwood Knapp and Jennie Dieter, his wife. This
brings us back to the south end of the Story Road and makes the
circle complete.

INSTALLMENT 4 December 29, 1932

In these fifty-five years on this Story Road there have been
twelve houses either torn down or moved, six houses burned, fif-
teen new ones built, five barns burned, twelve new barns built,
and there are still nine houses standing that stood on the road
five score and five years ago. The oldest dwelling is the log
house on the David Klinetub place. This, I believe, was erected
over one hundred years ago, and in addition there are four more
log houses in this section built, I believe, more than a century
ago. 5

The oldest of these, I believe, is the 0l1ld Peter Moose house,
now owned by myself, located just west of Mt. Pleasant school
house. Nathan Moose said that this house was standing when he
came with his father to Sparta in 1823, and it had been built
for some years then. From the most accurate records which I can
secure I think it was built around 1812 or 1815. The next old-
est of these seems to be the log house now owned by Maty Rau,
and known as the 0ld John Jennings house. I think that this is
the house that 0ld Conrad Klinetub settled in when he came to
Sparta in 1823. The next is the log house, remodeled some years
ago by William Rickard, which stands across the road from Walter
Sterner's. The next is, I believe, the north part of the house
owned by Henry Schuster, below Reeds Corners. This house, I be-
lieve was built by 0ld Valentine Hampshire, always called Felty
Hampshire, about one hundred years ago.

I will now take up the subject of farms and homes which have
been in the same families for one hundred years. The oldest of
these in this section is the farm now owned by Leonard Traxler,
where his great-grandfather, Peter Kuhn, settled in 1802, and
which has been in the family ever since. ‘The next, the farm on
which Gordon Clemons now lives, was owned by his great-grandfa-
ther, Willig Clark. The farm on whi¢h 0ld Abraham Swarts settled
in 1823, a part of which is owned by John Swarts, has been in the
family over a century. The farm owned by Nettie Traxler was ow-
ned by her great-grandfather, 0ld Jake Kuhn. The Hod Clemons
farm, owned by Murray Clemons, belonged to his grandfather, 01ld
John Litchard. The farm owned by Herbert Kiehle was first sett-
led upon by his great-grandfather, Abraham Kiehle, 1in 1817. The
farm owned by the heirs of Rev. Seymour Moose is the place where
great-grandfather, 0l1d Jake Moose, settled in 1823. The farms of
Lloyd Moose, Oakley Moose and Earl D. Moose comprise a tract of
land purchased by Peter and Enoch Moose about 1830. The farm
owned by Abel Kuhn is where his grandfather, Daniel Kuhn, 1lived,
and where his father, Daunt Kuhn, was born. The farm owned by
Jim Shafer was where his grandfather, Conrad Hampshire, first
settled and part of the same property is owned by Herbert Wagner,
a great-grandson of Conrad Hampshire. 0ld Jim Hughes, grand-
father of Claude Hughes, owned the farm where Claude now lives.



As we come to the east side of the Story Road and into the town
of Springwater, we are not so fortunate. Here the houses have
been sold and resold. The first is the farm of Floyd Carney,
where his grandfather, 0ld Joe Carney, settled. There is the
house where Lester Miner lives, which was the property of Rev.
Luther Miner. He was married to Phoebe Stoup, daughter of Adam
Stoup, one hundred one years ago. The next farm is that of Wil-
son Humphrey. His grandfather, 0Ozias Hunphrey, settled here in
1836, which place is almost in the one hundred year class. The
farm owned by Bruce Erwin is where his grandfather lived. He was
known as Squire Erwin. His name was Jared Erwin, and he was jus-
tice of the peace about ninety years ago in the town of Spring-
water. The last, I believe is the farm at the north end of the
Story Road, known as the Wilhelm farm. It is here where 01ld
George Wilhelm, with his wife, Sally Bailey, settled when they
came to Sparta. He was the great-grandfather of the heirs of
Eugene Wilhelm.. ’

We will now come to the churches. In the last 125 years there
have been nine churches built in the section covered by this
article. I believe that the first one was an old log building
erected just south of Reeds Corners school house. The site was
given by 0ld John Reed, one of the first settlers at Reeds Cor--.
ners. The little cemetery in the rear of the school house no
longer was large enough to accommodate the community, and 01d
John Sample and his wife, Lovina Weidman, gave the land for a new
church and cemetery on the east side of the road. It was here
the church was built and deeded to the Evangelist Church of Spar-
ta. In later years the church was moved and the society deeded
the ground to the Baptists. A union church was built by the Bap-
tists and Evangelists and for years it was used by both societ-
ies. Some years ago the building was sold and converted into a
grocery store. The German Reformed Church, two miles north of
Reeds Corners was called the Dutch Church, and sometimes the
Kiehle Church, as 0l1d Abraham Kiehle gave the land for both the
church and the cemetery. The first church was either rebuilt or
built over and enlarged in after years. In the summer of 1922 a
cyclone struck this section and tore the roof from the building.
It was then sold to William Kiehle and moved away to be used as
a store house.

I remember the first time that I was ever 4in the old Dutch
Church. It was 56 years ago last April, at the funeral of my
great-grandmother, Marcia Swarts. I was not quite four years old.
Just two things I remember. One was when my father lifted me up
to look in the casket; the other was the bright red velvet Bible
desk, with its great red tassels on the pulpit. In all the years
afterwards whenever I entered the old church I thought of the
first time I had been there and of the impressions which had been
made on my young mind. ‘

There was the English Lutheran Church at Sparta Center. When
services were discontinued at the Dutch Church most of the mem-
bers went to the other Lutheran Church, where the congregation
numbered about forty. Eventually the church was sold to the town
of Sparta for a town hall. The Methodist church, which stood by
the Methodist cemetery north of Sparta Center, was torn down more
than sixty years ago. When part of the congregation wanted a new
church built by the cemetery and part of it wanted it at Hoffman's
Corners, a free-for-all fight ensued. and after several years the




Hoffman group had their way. The land was given by Jesse Smith.
The church has been remodeled several times and is now the only
church in this section of Sparta in which services are held.

We now come to the town of Springwater. Here was the Carney
Hollow church, built on the lands of Joe Rau, about three-fourths
of a mile south of where it now stands. After some years it was
moved up by the school house. Jesse Carney deeded the land to the
Evangelist church and when it was not in use by the congregation
it was open to all other denominations. Services were discontin-
ued here about ten years ago and since that time it is used only
when funerals are conducted. The Universal Church of God was
built in 1911. The land was given by Albert Johnson and Rachel
Scott, his wife. It is open and free to all denominations. Regu-
lar services were held there for ten years but now there is only
an occasional service,

The bicycles killed our Sunday Schools thirty years ago. Have
the automobiles killed our churches? Fifty-five years ago there
were five churches in the town of Springwater and at least four
school houses where regular religious services were held, now
there are services in but two of the churches. There were eight
churches and two school houses in the town of Sparta with regular
religious services. Today there are services in only two of them.
In former years the churches ‘had full congregations two and three
times on Sunday. The lower part of the church would be occupied
by old people and children, while the younger generation would
assemble in the gallery, which was the. sanctum sacturium of the
choir.

An incident of many years ago is brought to my mind here. iat
was at a funeral at the 0ld Dutch Church. I was seated in the
gallery with the other young people, with Miss Minnie Mitchell
sitting beside me. It was a hot summer day and two small windows
did not afford much ventilation. Minnie had a fan which she was
using, and seeing me mopping the perspiration from my face with my
handkerchief she passed the fan to me. I used it for a few minu-
tes then handed it back, thanking her as I did so. Although that
was over forty years ago and today Minnie lays sleeping in her
windowless palace beneath the daisies, yet in all those years that
little act of kindness has never been forgotten. So let us say
some kind word or do some kind act as we pass down life's highway,
for who knows but that someday it may be a sprig of acacia to a
tired and weary brother?

We will now note some of the industries in this section. The
greatest of these was lumbering, but a small part of the land had
been cleared. It was covered with great white pine and in the
southern part of these towns were great hemlock forests. These
called for saw mills, and a number of stationary mills were e